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Makes Effort to End Polio Now

 
Buddy, can you spare $10? to eradicate polio from the face of the earth?


Members of the Rotary Club of ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________ are asking friends and the public for $10 contributions to a worldwide campaign called End Polio Now. 

Rotary clubs like the ____________ club have worked since 1985 to immunize the world’s children against polio. The End Polio Now campaign is the strongest push ever. Rotary International’s goal is to raise $100 million as a second partial match to grants of $355 million from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Last year, the Rotary Club of _____________________ raised its share of the first Rotary match of  $100 million.  The two matches will bring the total for the effort to end polio to $555 million. 

“For most Americans polio is a mystery, a disease that seems long gone from our shores,” said __________, president of the __________ Rotary Club. “But in Asia and Africa it continues to infect and paralyze children, robbing them of their futures and compounding the hardships faced by their families.

“We are hoping that if our community understands that, it will support the End Polio Now campaign. Our club is part of a group of western clubs with a web site devoted to the effort, www.endpolio.com. You can contribute your $10 there. It’s easy, and we’re not asking for a lot of money, just some help for an extraordinary cause,” ___________ said.  

Polio is a viral infectious disease that attacks the central nervous system and can lead to paralysis and death. Children are especially susceptible. The polio vaccines developed by Jonas Salk in 1952 and the oral vaccine developed by Albert Sabine in 1962 proved very effective in eradicating polio. Yet it persists in four countries: Pakistan, Afghanistan, India and Nigeria. 

“You have to understand that in a world so interconnected by travel, as long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in the world, all children – wherever they live – remain at risk,” ___________ said. “We cannot afford for polio to spiral out of control again.”

As the lead private sector partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, a partnership spearheaded by the World Health Organization, Rotary, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and UNICEF, Rotary so far has contributed more than $800 million to fight this crippling and potentially fatal disease. 

But of even greater significance are the countless volunteer hours more than one million women and men of Rotary have donated to help immunize nearly 2 billion children in over 122 countries over the last 20 years. 

Rotary volunteers provide necessary assistance in the field where mass immunizations take place by promoting national immunization days, transporting the vaccine to immunization posts, and by squeezing drops of the oral polio vaccine into the mouths of children. 

 Remarkable progress has been achieved in the fight against polio. Since 1988, the number of polio cases has been reduced from 350,000 each year to less than 2,000 in 2008. The last polio case in the United States was in 1979 in an Amish community of unvaccinated children. The Americas were declared free from polio in 1994, the Western Pacific region in 2000, and Europe in 2002. 

Rotary is a secular organization open to all persons regardless of race, color, creed or political preference. There are more than 1.2 million members world-wide in more than 32,000 clubs like the Rotary Club of _________. The purpose of the organization is to bring together business and professional leaders to provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.  

For more information on the  _________ Rotary Club’s call for contributions to End Polio Now, please contact _________________, phone, e-mail address. To make a tax-deductible contribution to the campaign, visit endpolio.com.  
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