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Rotary Club of _____________

Asks Community Help to End Polio Now

Polio? There’s still polio in the world?

Yes, there is – in Pakistan, Afghanistan, India and Nigeria – and therefore it is a threat to the rest of the world that is so interconnected by travel. 

That is why The Rotary Club of  ________________  is raising money this month. It has joined the End Polio Now campaign sponsored by its parent organization, Rotary International. 

 “When I tell people about the campaign, most of them are surprised that polio is still a problem. Younger people don’t even know what the disease is,” said   ________________, president of _____________ Rotary. “But it is a problem, a devastating, crippling disease that is ruining the lives of children and their families. That is why we are asking for contributions – to stop this thing for good.”

Rotary, with more than a million members worldwide, has worked since 1985 to eradicate polio, a viral infectious disease that attacks the central nervous system and can cause paralysis and death. Children are especially vulnerable.

Rotary’s efforts all over the world earned the attention of Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft. He was so impressed with Rotary’s ability to organize National Inoculation Days and immunize children that he worked alongside Rotarians and fed drops of this life-saving vaccine into the mouths of children in Nigeria. Through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, he then gave Rotary $355 million to finish the job of polio eradication. 

In exchange, the Foundation asked that Rotary  provide two matches of $100 million, to bring the total for the End Polio Now effort to $555 million. Rotary has already provided the first match of $100 million last year.  Now, it must raise the second match of $100 million. 

As its part of that effort, the Rotary Club of ___________  is asking its friends and the general public to contribute. The club is part of a consortium of western Rotary clubs that has established a special web site for easy, online contributions, www.endpolio.com.  

“We aren’t asking for large amounts, though we’d happily accept, of course. But if people could just chip in, that would be great,” __________ said.  

Rotary is a secular organization open to all persons regardless of race, color, creed or political preference. There are more than 1.2 million members world-wide in more than 32,000 clubs like the Rotary Club of _________. The purpose of the organization is to bring together business and professional leaders to provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.  

For more information about ___________ Rotary and its part in the End Polio Now campaign, please contact _________________, phone, e-mail address, or visit endpolio.org. 

###

Release #2





(MORE)





End Polio Now	                                                                                                   ADD 1 OF 1











(MORE)


