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Rotary Club of _____________

Asks Community Help to End Polio Now

The Rotary Club of  ________________ is reaching out to the community to become part of the End Polio Now campaign. 

Most Americans are barely aware that polio continues to cripple and kill children. But in Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nigeria, it is a serious threat, and people traveling in and out of those countries could carry it anywhere in the world where unvaccinated people are vulnerable. 

The End Polio Now campaign is sponsored by Rotary International, which has worked since 1985 to eradicate polio. Its efforts earned the attention of Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft. He was so impressed with Rotary’s ability to organize National Inoculation Days and immunize children that he worked alongside Rotarians and fed drops of this life-saving vaccine into the mouths of children in Africa. And then through

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation he gave Rotary $355 million to finish the job and eradicate polio worldwide. 

In exchange, the foundation asked that Rotary provide two matches of $100 million, to bring the total for a renewed End Polio Now effort to $555 million.  

That’s where the Rotary Club of  __________ comes in.  The club has already raised its share of the first matching grant.  Now, it is embarked on a campaign to raise its share of the second grant.

“We have so many friends in the community who can help,” said ___________,  president of __________ Rotary. “We just need to let them know how important this cause is, and how they can be a small part of an extraordinary effort worldwide. We hope they’ll go to the web site www.endpolio.com and send us $10. We’re just asking for $10. If friends of Rotarians did this worldwide, we’d have that $200 million in a flash and we could get on with eradicating this terrible disease.”

Polio is a viral infectious disease that attacks the central nervous system and can lead to paralysis and death. Children are especially susceptible. The polio vaccines developed by Jonas Salk in 1952 and the oral vaccine developed by Albert Sabine in 1962 proved very effective in eradicating polio. Yet it persists in four countries where immunization efforts have been hampered by war, extremely harsh living conditions and remoteness.

The website www.endpolio.com makes contributing easy. ______ Rotary asks that its friends and supporters credit the club on the web site as bringing the campaign to their attention. 

For more information on the End Polio Now campaign or _________ Rotary, please contact ________________________________.
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